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RAIN... proper people, proper yarning!

From the editor....Does your work involve 
communicating and engaging Indigenous 
communities in Queensland or around Australia?

BUSH TV’s new Indigenous Community Based 
Social Marketing strategy RAIN (Regional 
Aboriginal and Islander Network) links remote 
Indigenous communities through our RAIN 
website, the weekly half-hour TV show on NITV, 
community newsletters, radio segments, and 
our exciting new RAIN Magazine.

RAIN builds social capital and capacity by 
providing strategic marketing and media 
opportunities  for  
both Government Agencies and remote  councils  
and communities.

Our community websites, logos, newsletters, TV 
programs, magazine, and our unique community 
based social marketing approach can all be 
accessed via our website at www.myrain.com.au

RAIN is made possible through our key 
partnerships with The Department of Local 
Government, Sport and Recreation. Sunshine 
Coast TAFE and our 
broadcaster NITV. 

In this issue....Mornington Island is a beautiful 
place with some amazing leaders.  It is our first 
networked RAIN community.  Check it out in 
this inaugural edition.

The whole team at BUSH TV hope you enjoy 
our first full edition RAIN Magazine and look 
forward to hearing from you.  If you have a story 
or wish to advertise with us in any of our media 
products, including our TV show, please contact 
me at mary@bushtv.com.au

A not to be missed magazine 
for people living and working in 

remote Indigenous communities.

RAIN Communities
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BUSH TV  recently 
celebrated the 

launch of  the new 
RAIN Website, 

Newsletter and 
RAIN TV

WEBSITE, NEWSLETTER AND
 RAIN TV LAUNCHED!

On March 10 Bush TV launched 
its new statewide Indigenous 
Community Based Social Marketing 
strategy - RAIN - with key 
partners The Department of Local 
Government, Sport and Recreation, 
Sunshine Coast TAFE and DETA 
(The Department of Employment, 
Training and the Arts).  The 
launch showcased the new website 
(myrain.com.au), Newsletter and 
RAIN TV.

Special guest speaker Michael 
Kinnane (Director-General DLGSR) 
was on hand to launch the RAIN 
strategy.  Also present was Beth 
Berghan from Sunshine Coast TAFE, 
whose unique partnership with 
BUSH TV is allowing for remote 
Indigenous media training to occur.   

Mornington Island’s outoing 
Mayor, Susan Sewter, spoke of the 
vital capacity-building projects 
currently  happening on the Island 
and the importance of supporting 
community leaders.
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SUPPORTING LEADERS &

BUILDING CAPACITY ON MORNINGTON ISLAND
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How can government work in true partnership with the remote Indigenous communities of 
Queensland to build capacity and create real social change?  Increasingly this question is being 
asked by community leaders, Government leaders and agencies all over Australia.  BUSH TV visited 
Mornington Island to observe an innovative Leadership Program being developed by the Mayor of 
Mornington Island Council, Susan Sewter, along with other drivers from the community. 

The power of one community

The Capacity Building and 
Partnership Branch, the Department 
of Local Government, Sport and 
Recreation, the Mornington Island 
Council and BUSH TV began to 
explore ways of developing the 
Mornington leadership program 
further.

The Council’s goal was to build 
capacity in terms of clearly 
articulating their vision for the 
Island to the government during the 
next round of negotiations, as well 
as ignite community support for the 
leaders.

“We all have to come together 
as one community – not as 
individuals.  It’s not about power 
and glory for individual families 
or organizations.  It’s about the 
power of one community.”  

Jenny Sewter

Initially BUSH TV visited the Island 
to engage the community by utilising 
the Indigenous Community Based 
Social Marketing strategy.  The key 
question became:  What are the 
barriers to effective leadership on 
Mornington Island?

Without the support how can 
we move forward?

Research revealed a lack of support 
for community leaders from within 
their own community.  

“The community needs to know 
that we’re actually there for them.  
We’re not there for ourselves.  
We’re there for them.  We’re there 
for the future of this place.”

Bradley Wilson

Research suggested that the 
same small group of community 
people were consistently taking 
on the leadership roles, including 
formulating and articulating a 
vision for the Island and entering 
complex Negotiating Tables with the 
government.  This lack of support 
has lead to frustration towards 
their own community and the 
government.  The overall goal of the 
strategy became identifying support 
mechanisms for the leaders.

“We don’t have the support 
mechanisms in place for leaders.  
We’re just basically throwing 
them into the deep end and 
expecting them to do a fantastic 
job.  This is why we’ve come up 
with the driver program.”  

Susan Sewter

It’s our responsibility

Leaders decided the way to build 
capacity and support for their 
important community development 
work was to first engage with their 
own community.

“It is us people who live in 
this community.  It’s the 
community’s responsibility, not 
the government’s responsibility.  
They’re here to listen to and 
support us, but at the end of the 
day it is our responsibility.” 

Michelle Cameron

It was decided the most effective 
way to reach the community was to 
produce a DVD clearly expressing the 
leaders vision for Mornington Island 
and to talk about the Driver Program.

“The problems need to be 
identified by community and the 
community needs to come up 
with the solutions for fixing these 
problems too.”  

Glenda Duffy

With the support of BUSH TV, a 
community meeting was organised 
to provide a grassroots forum for 
leaders to discuss with community 
what their role is, what work they 
are doing and ways in which the 

SUPPORTING LEADERS &

BUILDING CAPACITY ON MORNINGTON ISLAND
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community can better support them to 
achieve improved outcomes for all of 
Mornington Island.  They also attended 
a leadership workshop in Mt Isa.

“We decided as a group to get off 
the Island to discuss our vision 
for the future.  Afterall, what we 
need on Mornington is effective 
leaders.”  

Susan Sewter

The DVD will be broadcast to 
Mornington Island residents via the 
BRACS network, the local radio and 
TV service.

A shared vision

Research identified the need 
to engage in a more confident 
and clearly articulated way with 
government so that the aspirations 
of Mornington Island residents are 
realised.  The purpose of the DVD 
was to give leaders the opportunity to 
formulate and present, in a precise, 
professional and considered manner, 
their vision for their community 
at the next round of government 
negotiations.

“I think government finds it hard 
to come to terms with how you 
fit our culture, values and beliefs 
into policy.”  

Susan Sewter  

Community leaders recognised 
that not only do they need to present 
their vision differently, but that 

government will also be required to 
listen differently to the community’s 
message.  The DVD will provide the 
bridge for that communication to 
occur successfully.

“There are some changes 
that need to happen and the 
changes need to come from the 
community - not government 
people coming in and telling 
us what to do.  We need to do it 

ourselves because we live in this 
community.”  

Bradley Wilson

The desired outcome for leaders 
is that capacity is built so that 
community leaders work with the 
support of their community, and in 
partnership with government, to 
set the agenda for negotiations and 
occupy a confident, meaningful and 
legitimate seat at the table.

Building capacity to 
communicate beyond 
Mornington Island

Leaders expressed the critical need 
to challenge negative portrayals of 
remote Indigenous communities by 
offering an alternative vision.  

It was decided a website will be 
developed to showcase and promote 
the successes and achievements that 
are occurring on the Island, as well as 
presenting to the broader community 
the vision and aspirations of the 
community.  It will be a vision that is 
articulated by community people using 
community voices, images and stories.

We have to fight together to 
make a change 

“Provided we know our vision; 
provided we’ve got a path to that 
vision; and provided we all know that 
path and provided we all become 
committed - it doesn’t matter how 
fast we’re moving, provided we are 
moving.”  

Susan Sewter

According to BUSH TV’s Senior 
Consultant Tom Hearn, the plan devised 
with the Mornington Island leaders 
represents what RAIN is all about.  
RAIN develops strategies using the 
ICBSM framework and builds capacity 
within those communities to engage 
more effectively with government, other 
agencies and with the community itself.

What emerges is leaders actively 
engaged in the growth of their 
community; leaders who confidently 
articulate a vision to demonstrate the 
strength, possibility and potential of 
Mornington Island and her people.

What next for Mornington 
Island?

Future capacity building on Mornington 
Island will be occurring in April.  
Participants will be involved in 
developing skills and expertise in 
delivering corporate-level marketing 
strategies.  The focus this time will be 
on building individual capacity so that 
human resources on Mornington Island 
develop alongside community capacity-
building.   Look out for this story later in 
the year!



The ICBSM strategy involved 
identifying community-specific 
barriers to participating in the 
desired activity – sustainable town 
water usage.  

The demand for water in these 
5 communities is approximately 
four times higher than many 
other places in Australia.  The 
Department of Local Government 
contracted BUSH TV to identify 
why water consumption was 
comparatively higher in these 
communities.  Through yarning 
circles BUSH TV discovered that 
the main barrier to change was 
a lack of community knowledge 

around water supply and demand.
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WATERWISE : A UNIQUE AND EXCITING APPROACH

What is Waterwise?

The Waterwise strategy is 
a partnership between the 
Department of Local Government, 
Sport and Recreation, BUSH TV, 
and the five communities in the 
NPA, Cape York.  BUSH TV utilised 
for the first time an Indigenous 
Community Based Social 
Marketing (ICBSM) strategy.  This 
ICBSM strategy was developed in 
partnership with John Carleton, 
Senior Project Officer with the 
Department of Local Government, 
Sport and Recreation and Dr Doug 
McKenzie-Mohr’s research on 
fostering sustainable behaviour 
(www.cbsm.com) .

An innovative and exciting new Indigenous Community Based Social Marketing 
approach is being used in the NPA to address attitudes and behaviours around town 
water usage.  BUSH TV has developed and implemented the Indigenous Community 
Based Social Marketing (ICBSM) strategy by working in close partnership with the 
5 communities of the NPA and the Department of Local Government, Sport and 
Recreation.  

ATERWISEW
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What are the barriers to 
change?

Over a number of months BUSH 
TV engaged the 5 communities 
through a series of yarning circles, 
or Indigenous Focus Groups, to 
establish what the specific barriers 
were to decreasing the demand 
on water in their communities.  A 
wide cross-section of people from 
the 5 communities contributed to 
the research, including a variety 
of community group, Councils, 
schools and tourism operators.

BUSH TV discovered that there 
were several barriers to people 
participating in sustainable water 
usage in the NPA.  Firstly, there 
was a lack of knowledge about the 

supply of household water and the 
complicated and expensive process 
necessary to get clean, drinking 
water into community homes.  In 
part, this was due to an assumption 
that there is an endless supply of 
fresh water coming from a large 
annual rainfall and the extensive 
Jardine River system. 

BUSH TV identified that 
community perceptions and 
knowledge about the steps 
necessary for collecting, cleaning 
and distributing household water 
had to be expanded.  Community 
people needed to be able to readily 
identify the link between their 
household water, its source (the 
Jardine River) and the water 

processing plant in Bamaga, 
which is designed to supply only 
enough water to the 5 communities 
regardless of the massive quantity 
of water actually available in the 
NPA.

Another barrier that emerged 
was a lack of knowledge about 
the expense of providing clean 
drinking water. The 5 communities 
of the NPA are not rates-based 
towns and, as such, essential 
services like water are provided for 
free.  The result being that costs 
associated with its consumption 
and use are not considered by 
consumers. 

WHERE DOES OUR WATER COME FROM?
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these communities; the messages 
about behavioural change were 
relevant, targeted and logical for 
the intended audience.

Another essential ingredient for 
the successful communication 
of the intended social marketing 
message is the use of significant 
local leaders within the DVD.  By 
using community people who 
have standing in the area, others 
within the community are more 
likely to take on board the intended 
messages about water consumption 
and adopt the necessary 
behavioural changes.  In this 
DVD the Mayor of Umagico, Mr 
George Mara, was the ‘star’ used 
to communicate the Waterwise 
message.

WATERWISE : A UNIQUE AND EXCITING APPROACH

How to overcome 
these barriers?

To overcome the identified barriers 
BUSH TV devised a community 
education plan.  To recruit and 
include community participation 
in the overall strategy the crew 
conducted a Certificate III in 
Media Broadcasting involving 
participants from the 5 NPA 
communities.  This team, in 
partnership with BUSH TV, 
produced a community education 
DVD entitled Yupla Sabe Water 
Proper Way.  

The DVD essentially illustrates 
where water comes from in the 
NPA, the processes necessary for 
turning it into clean household 
water, and the cost of maintaining 
that system.  The DVD also 
makes plain what practical 
things community people and 
households can do to reduce their 
water usage.  Because the content 
of the DVD was researched by 
community members; written 
by and for community members; 
and produced in partnership with 
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Pilot roll-out of the plan

Umagico Community was chosen 
to act as a ‘pilot’ or test audience 
for the community education 
strategy.  Members of the 
community watched the DVD and 
provided feedback about changes 
they believed were necessary in 
order for the package to work 
successfully in all 5 communities.  
These changes were incorporated 
and the strategy is now being rolled 
out across the NPA.

Evaluating the strategy

Water meter readings from the 
5 communities were collected as 
baseline data prior to the roll-out 
of the BUSH TV social marketing 
strategy.  At the conclusion of the 
roll-out water usage data will once 
again be collected to determine 
if there has been a reduction in 
household water usage

Gaining commitment 

A necessary step in the successful 
communication of the Waterwise 
message was to motivate 
community people to commit 
to water reduction behaviours.  
Once again BUSH TV consulted 
extensively with the communities 
to establish what incentives 
might be appropriate to gain this 
commitment from community 
people.

The central incentive devised, in 
partnership with the communities, 
was the sponsorship of the local 
football team, which holds a 
central place in the everyday life 
of these communities.  Also, 
local football heroes and other 
significant people from each 
community were encouraged to 
wear Waterwise shirts and caps 
as a means of communicating to 
the rest of the community their 
commitment to the desired water 
reduction behaviours and to 
encourage broader adoption of 
those behaviours.

HOW TO BE WATERWISE 

INSIDE

OUTSIDE

•	 Turn	the	tap	off	when	brushing	
your	teeth.	

•	 Install	a	dual	flush	toilet	

•	 Take	shorter	showers,	no	
longer	than	4	minutes.

•	 Don’t	turn	the	taps	on	quickly	
–	adding	cold	water	to	balance	
hot	water	is	wasteful.

•	 Reuse	the	greywater	
discharged	from	showers	
and	washing	machines	in	the	
garden.	

•	 Maintain	a	drought-resistant	
garden.	

•	 Use	a	pool	cover	to	reduce	
evaporation.

•	 Install	a	suitable	and	approved	
rainwater	tank.	

•	 Fix	leaking	taps	and	pipes.
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Waterwise on 
Mornington

How one 

Environmental Health Worker  

is making a difference

Jack Juhel, the Environmental 
Health Worker on Mornington 
Island, was recently engaged by 
the BUSH TV crew to take them 
through the water demand and 
supply issues on Mornington Island.

The Indigenous Waterwise strategy 
that BUSH TV is working on in 
partnership with the Department of 
Local Government Environmental 
Health Unit has been completed in 
the NPA and it is now being rolled 
out across the other mainland 
communities.

Jack showed the crew where the 
old water supply was; a well in the 
middle of the town that the old 
people used to cart water from by 
bucket.  Jack also presented the 
RAIN TV Waterwise story, in which 
he told the story of water supply on 
the Island in the old days.   

Jack encouraged everyone on 
Mornington Island to continue 
to use water wisely. Jack Juhel is 
also working on completing an 
Environmental Health course at 
Batchelor College and is also heavily 
involved in community development 
on Mornington Island.  

He is involved in establishing the 
Mornington Island Men’s Group,  
as well as being a Driver in the  
local Capacity Building Driver 
Program on Mornington Island.   
Jack is shortly going to be 
undertaking BUSH TV’s Media 
Training course, which will position 
him to become a regular presenter  
in RAIN TV.  

RAIN TV appears on NITV monthly.

Other Environmental Health 
Workers who are interested 
in working on a Waterwise 
documentary with BUSH TV that 
features their own community  
please contact tom@bushtv.com.au

Jack Juhel
Environmental Health Worker

WATERWISE TIPS:

Inside the house:
• Turn the tap off when brushing your teeth
• Install a dual flush toilet
• Take shorter showers – no longer than 4 minutes
• Don’t turn the taps on quickly – adding cold water to 
 balance hot water is wasteful

Outside the house:
• Reuse the grey water discharged from showers and 
 washing machines in the garden
• Maintain a drought resistant garden
• Use a pool cover to reduce evaporation
• Install a suitable and approved rainwater tank
• Fix leaking taps and pipes
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MAKING POSITIVE CHANGES 
FOR THE TRADITIONAL 
OWNERS OF THE NPA

Bernard Charlie and Joseph Elu

The Northern Peninsula Area 
(NPA) is currently home to the 5 
communities of Injinoo, Bamaga, New 
Mapoon, Umagico and Seisia.  Injinoo 
Community is the oldest of these 
communities and was established early 
in the 19th century by the uniting of 5 
local tribes who were the traditional 
owners of the NPA.  

These tribes were Anggamuthi 
(Seven Rivers – western), Atambaya 
(Macdonnel – central), Wuthathi 
(Whitesand – south eastern), 
Yadhaykenu (Cairn Cross – eastern), 
and Gudang (Red Island, Somerset 
– northern) peoples.  A common 
language group was shared by these 
tribes with different dialects.

The NPA region is approximately 
35kms southwest of Thursday Island 
and has a total land area of 1,063 square 
km.  The 5 communities of the NPA 

have a combined population of around 
2,164 people, with Bamaga having the 
largest population (870 people).

The newly formed Apudthama 
Land Trust, formerly the Injinoo 
Land Trust, is off to a great start.  
Chairman Bernard Charlie, and the 
Board, are currently working with 
Matilda Minerals.  Matilda Minerals 
is a Western Australian mining and 
exploration company that was set 
up to identify, explore and develop 
high grade zircon rich mineral sands 
deposits.  The company is currently 
exploring parts of Injinoo country 
where it is believed high levels of zircon 
and rutile exist.

This partnership will result in 
Apudthama Land Trust Rangers 

being able to work as Cultural Heritage 
and Land and Sea Managers on some of 
the Injinoo country.

The Apudthama Land Trust is also in 
discussions with the newly formed 
Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) Shire 
Council.  The new mayor of the NPA  
Shire Council, Joseph Elu, said  
he was committed to working  
in partnership with the  
traditional Owners.

The key objectives of the Apudthama 
Land Trust are to build capacity 
through social capital projects, 
Traditional Owner enterprise 
opportunities, as well as training and 
employment in Cape York industries 
and businesses.

The Apudthama Land Trust is 
determined to raise the profile  
and the status of Traditional Owners in 
the NPA.

The Apudthama Land Trust represents the Injinoo 
Traditional Owners of the Northern Peninsula Area of 

Queensland.  The Traditional Owners are determined to 
creatively develop the region. 
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For some people, travel is a burden to be put up with as part of the job. For 
me, it is part of the adventure. Arriving at the airport in Rockhampton, 
ready for departure to a far-off destination, is an excitement that I only 
experience when travelling to the remote communities of Queensland.

You find that every person you meet has an interesting story to tell. Victor 
Lawrence is no exception. Victor is a descendant of the Wik Mungkan 
people.  He lives in Coen, a community located 584 km north of Cairns.  

There’s an edge 
to travelling 

that is hard to 
explain.

Coen is one of the most tranquil 
townships in Cape York.  It 
borders the Coen River and was 
born from mining ventures in 
1802.  It continues to be a thriving 
community. 

Its population of 500 is mostly 
made up of the local Aboriginal 
descendants of tribes that 
have lived within the country 
surrounding Coen for thousands 
of generations.  There are 7 
recognizable language groups, 
namely the Ayapathu, Kaanju 
(Northern and Southern), Olkala, 
Umpila, Lamalama and Wik 
Mungkan.  

When asking about traditional 
activities in Coen, you will soon be 
pointed in the direction of Victor 
Lawrence.  Mr. Lawrence, an 
elder and skilful spear maker, is 
a highly respected member of the 
community.

Incorporating practices handed 
down from his forefathers, 
Victor uses traditional methods 
to transform simple materials 
into effective hunting tools that 
have been in use for thousands of 
years.  For a small fee you have the 
opportunity to take one of Victor’s 
creations home with you.

With a steady hand and knowing 

eyes Victor meticulously works the 
timber shaft to form the perfect 
lance. Then, over a healthy flame, 
he works bush ingredients to bond 
and secure the barbs of the spear. 

While he works Victor recalls in 
a soft voice the years he spent as 
a young man growing up in the 
country surrounding Coen.  He 
speaks of the changes he has seen 
over the years and the pride he feels 
for his people and, as an elder, for 
the younger generation.

His observations are simple but 
resonate with a wisdom that comes 
from many years of having lived in 
the community.
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Story by EJ Garrett 
Pictures by Nik Lachajczak

s I watch and listen to this gentle elder I admire the sheer skill with which he practises his art.  However, 
just as I hear the wisdom of his words I begin to wonder whether it is an art form that may soon disappear.  

With that regretful thought in my mind, a ute full of young men drive past beeping the horn.  Victor gives 
them a wave and it is then that I notice the lances pointing out the back of their truck.  Further evidence 
that Victor’s skills are being handed on comes when two young boys arrive to sit by him as he works.  Any 
concerns I had that this ancient skill was dying disappear.

As we walk out, me with my two 
new spears in hand, I thank Victor 
for his time and for allowing me to 
spend the afternoon with him.  He 
gives me a wave and returns inside 
to cook the goanna one of the young 
men had dropped off earlier. 

 I load the spears into the four-
wheel drive and feel a unique 
sense of satisfaction at having 
spent the afternoon sitting with 
Victor, listening to his stories and 
watching him work.  

Another valuable stop to make 
while in town is the Wunthulpu 
Cultural Centre (Visitor Centre).  
Here you will find a display of 

historical pictures and artefacts 
that record the history of the 
area.  Time spent here assists the 
visitor to gain a more meaningful 
understanding of the distinctive 
history and culture of this 
community and its people. There is 
also artwork and gifts made by the 
local people available for purchase. 

Accommodation ranges from 
rooms at the local watering hole, 
the Exchange Hotel, and the 
camping grounds in the middle 
of the township.  Rooms are also 
available at the Homestead Guest 
house.

Coen is a friendly and traditional 
outback town that values its visitors 
– the people are welcoming and 
when you visit Coen, unlike many 
big cities, you soon realize Here 
you will find a display of historical 
pictures and artefacts that record 
the history of the area.  Time spent 
here assists the visitor to gain a 
more meaningful understanding of 
the distinctive history and culture 
of this community and its people. 
There is also artwork and gifts 
made by the local people available 
for purchase. 

For further details visit www.
coencapeyork.com/AboutCoen

A
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Dengue Fever is a major 
environmental health dilemma that 
faces many remote communities 
in Far North Queensland and the 
Torres Strait.  Communities and 
government alike are determined to 
tackle the problem head on.  Read on 
to find out how the BUSH TV crew 
worked with the community on Mer 
Island to create a seriously deadly 
Mossie movie.

The peak body for the Island 
Councils in the Torres Strait, the 
Island Coordinating Council (ICC), 
approached BUSH TV to develop 
a RAIN strategy to coordinate a 
relevant community education 
program about Dengue and how 
communities and individuals 
can help control outbreaks of the 
disease-carrying mosquito.

Mer Island was chosen as the 
location to develop and create this 
community education resource. 

OUTBREAK! 
OUTBREAK!

TROUBLE IN PARADISE : THE FIGHT TO KEEP DENGUE OUT

WHAT IS IT? 

As it stands today there is still 
no vaccine or preventative drug 
that will provide you or your 
family with complete protection 
against dengue infection.  The 
only thing that can be done is to 
try and prevent yourself and your 
family from getting bitten in the 
first place.  The mosquitoes that 
are most dangerous, in terms of 
contracting Dengue Fever, are most 
active during the day.  So it is just 
as important to protect yourself 
during the day as it as during dusk 
and night-time. 

Dengue-carrying mosquitoes 
thrive in the moist tropical 
conditions that exist in 
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TROUBLE IN PARADISE : THE FIGHT TO KEEP DENGUE OUT

Far North Queensland and the 
Torres Strait.  A single bite from 
a dengue-carrying mosquito 
may cause disease. In most cases 
victims suffer high temperatures, 
violent headaches and muscular 
pain. In some cases, infection 
results in dengue haemorrhagic 
fever, a severe illness in which 
bleeding and sometimes, shock, 
leads to death. Dengue Fever 
is most serious in children. It 
spreads rapidly and can affect 
large numbers of people during an 
epidemic.

HOW CAN I KEEP MY FAMILY 
SAFE? 

1.  Use a good insect repellent and 
make sure it has DEET in it. 

2.  If you are working or playing 
outside and there are mossies 
about, wear long sleeved shirts 
and pants. 

3.  Have mosquito screens on your 
doors or windows or else use a 
mosquito net to sleep at night. 

4.  Get rid of any mosquito 
breeding sites from around your 

home. 

We can stop Dengue Fever 
spreading through our 
communities

BUSH TV’s head cameraman, 
Nik Lachajczak, and BUSH TV 
Consultant Alden Lyall were in 
Mer Island for a total of 3 weeks.  
Engagement with the community 
revealed that there was a general 
lack of knowledge about how 
Dengue-carrying mosquitoes 
breed and how we can prevent that 
breeding cycle. 

“Personally I believe that we 
should get the community 
educated.  There must be a 
community education program.”

Doug Passi – Environmental 
Health Worker

It was agreed with the ICC that the 
educational DVD needed to provide 
clear and specific information 
regarding what individuals could 
do in and around their own homes 
to help keep themselves, their 
family and their community free 
from a Dengue outbreak.

“Empty out all those containers 
from your backyard because 
that’s where they like to breed 
the most.  If you take away the 
breeding place the mosquito 
can’t breed and spread the 
disease.”  

(Excerpt from Dengue Fever and 
Yupla)

The BUSH TV crew spent their 
second and third week on Mer 
Island recruiting local writers, 
presenters and musicians on Mer 
Island to work on the production of 
the DVD:  Dengue Fever and Yupla.  

This DVD is available for purchase 
from the Island Coordinating 
Council (ICC).  Contact Michael 
Koppman (07) 4069 1446 for more 
information.

Get rid of dengue mosquito breeding sites

• buckets 

• tyres – discarded with no rims

• tarpaulins and black plastic

• pot plant bases

• vases

• boats

• tin cans and plastic containers

• roof guttering

• rainwater tanks with damaged or 

 missing screens

• birdbaths

• striking containers 

 (to grow plant cuttings)

• drain sumps

• fallen palm fronds

• coconut shells.
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Momentum is building 
on the Island for 

the group to form a 
recognised Aboriginal 
managed organization 
with an elected board

      MORNINGTON  ISLAND  MEN’S  GROUP
    Jigah Gubaman Dungu

With the Alcohol Management Plan 
now in place on Mornington Island, 
the Mornington Island Men’s 
Group, Jigah Gubaman Dungu, are 
determined to drive community 
programs, such as their own, into 
the future.  For too long the men 
have taken a back seat in the growth 
and development of Mornington 
Island.  With the formation of Jigah 
Gubaman Dungu that situation is 
about to be change.

The men are determined to not 
only develop their own social 
programs, enterprises, training 
and employment opportunities, but 
also to work with the young boys 
and men on Mornington Island 
to create genuine pathways and 
opportunities with the local mines 
and other industries around the 
Gulf.

Lloyd Chong, spokesperson for the 
group, was responsible for getting 
the Men’s Group happening again.  
Mr Chong asked BUSH TV to make 
a documentary with the group, 
which will be shown in the near 
future on RAIN TV.  

The documentary will talk of 
some of the struggles for men 
on Mornington Island, as well 
as discussing their hopes and 
aspirations for the present and for 
the future.  

The documentary will be written, 
produced and directed with six 
participants from the Men’s Group, 
who will also complete a Certificate 
III in Broadcasting as part of the 
project.  This training is possible 
because of BUSH TV’s partnership 
with Sunshine Coast TAFE and 
the Department of Employment, 
Training and the Arts (DETA).

Funding for the development and 
production of the Mornington 
Island Men’s Group DVD is made 
possible through a new and unique 
partnership with the Department 
of Communities OATSIP.  Michael 
Hogan, the Deputy Director-
General with the Department 
of Communities, said that he is 
excited about BUSH TV engaging 
the men on Mornington Island and 
hopes that it will provide a platform 
for the men to tell their story and to 
engage with future developments 
on the Island.

A POWERFUL TRAINING 
PARTNERSHIP:  BUSH TV 
AND SUNSHINE COAST TAFE 

The training partnership between 
BUSH TV and Sunshine Coast 
TAFE continues to yield impressive 
results for Indigenous media 
trainees in remote and regional 
Queensland.  As a result of 
this partnership BUSH TV and 
Sunshine Coast TAFE jointly 
received the Reconciliation Award 
for Business in 2006, as well 
as being State Finalists in the 
Queensland Training Awards two 
years running.   
 
This exciting and innovative 
partnership between BUSH TV and 
Sunshine Coast TAFE is continuing 
for the next 3 years, with 36 
regional and remote Indigenous 
Trainees to receive media training 
and qualifications that will enable 
them to begin their own careers 
within the media industry.

 
With the creation of NITV, the 
National Indigenous Television 
Network, opportunities for new 
Indigenous Media Producers has 
never been more exciting.  NITV is 
now available nationally.

BUSH TV AND CAAMA 
STRIKE AN EXCITING 

NEW OUTPUT DEAL
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      MORNINGTON  ISLAND  MEN’S  GROUP
    Jigah Gubaman Dungu

BUSH TV and the Central Australian Aboriginal 
Media Association (CAAMA) have established an 
exciting new output deal.  The Central Australian 
Aboriginal Media Association (CAAMA) was 
recently contracted by the National Indigenous 
Television Network (NITV) to produce several TV 
series.  Caama subsequently approached BUSH 
TV to help produce content.

This new and exciting relationship between BUSH 
TV and CAAMA will enable BUSH TV to offer 
full-time employment to four of its dedicated and 

talented media producers in the Rockhampton 
office.  

Kaylene Butler will be in the role of Producer, with 
Alden Lyall as Head of Production.  Chaz White  
and Gabriel Willie, who have both completed 
their Certificate III in Broadcasting, will be media 
trainees.   

This 100% Indigenous crew are ready to rock 
in the Rocky Office and produce some seriously 
deadly stories!

BUSH TV AND CAAMA 
STRIKE AN EXCITING 

NEW OUTPUT DEAL
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In Queensland, the CSA supports 
approximately 19,000* Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander separated 
families to transfer child support 
payments that benefit their children’s 
wellbeing. 

The new Scheme will better balance 
the interests of both parents and 
focus more on the needs and costs 
of the children based on Australian 
research. 

Changes to the Scheme also aim 
to reduce conflict between parents 
about parenting arrangements, 
support shared parental 
responsibility, and ensure child 
support is paid in full and on time.   

CSA General Manager Mr Matt Miller 
said the Agency has a high focus on 
informing all Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander separated families 
that the changes are coming. 

“The CSA is reassessing all cases 
in the lead up to the new Scheme, 
and child support customers 
will be mailed new assessments 
between March and May this year,” 
Mr Miller said. 

“Customers will be asked to check 
if the details on their assessment 
are correct. We are encouraging 

customers to call us if the details 
are incorrect as they may end 
up paying or receiving the wrong 
amount of child support.”

Customers receiving family 

assistance payments from Centrelink 

should check if they are a child 

support customer. If their child 

support assessment is incorrect they 

may not receive the family assistance 

they are entitled to. 

“A child support and family 
assistance estimator is now 
available online to allow separated 
parents to estimate how much they 
will be paying or receiving under 
the new Scheme,” Mr Miller said.

“Community service providers 
and other groups that deal with 
separated parents can find more 
comprehensive information about 
the changes on the CSA website at 
www.csa.gov.au.

“Community organisations can use 
this information to help separated 
families understand the changes to 
the Scheme and how they affect the 

amount of child support they 

pay or receive.

“They can also encourage  
separated parents to keep their 
contact details up to date with 
CSA so they don’t miss important 
information, and to contact CSA if 
they think their new assessment is 
wrong when they get it.”

Australia-wide, the CSA has 1.5 
million customers including 
approximately 81,000 Indigenous 
customers.  

“We have tailored a component 
of our advertising to inform 
Indigenous parents about the 
changes, and we will soon be 
visiting a selection of communities 
to talk to parents and distribute 
information materials they can take 
home,” Mr Miller said. 

* This data is provided by CSA customers on 
a voluntary basis and through information 
gathered by other government agencies where 
CSA has data sharing arrangements for mutual 
customers. The figures provided may be lower 
than actual as not all customers may provide CSA 
with information on indigenous status. Therefore 
the figures should be used as a guide only and 
flagged as approximate.

The Child Support Agency (CSA) 
is calling for the assistance of 

Community Service Providers to 
help separated families adjust to 
the changes to the Child Support 
Scheme coming into effect on 1 

July 2008. 

To order a copy of CSA’s 
brochure for Indigenous 
separated families, please 
call 1800 040 972or 
download a copy online 
from: 
www.csa.gov.au 

For further information:
Child Support Agency
Phone: 1300 885 437 
Web:  www.csa.gov.au/
schemereforms

CSA Indigenous Customer Services Officers 

Lolita Pitt and Connie Sully

Changes 
coming for 
separated 

families



21www.myrain.com.au RAINMAGAZINE

   BUSH TV AND COMMUNITY RENEWAL TRAINING PARTNERSHIP

The unique community engagement and media 
training that occurred in Townsville was made 
possible through an ongoing and unique partnership 
between the Department of Housing’s Community 
Renewal Division and BUSH TV.  

BUSH TV has worked for the past 3 years with the 
Community Renewal Division on many exciting 
community engagement activities.  Past Community 
Renewal and BUSH TV partnerships have occurred in 
Inala and Caboolture.  The most recent engagement 

occurred in Townsville’s community renewal zones.   

BUSH TV’s community engagement officer, Kaylene 
Butler, and media trainer Alden Lyall, spent 6 
weeks engaging Indigenous people in these areas 
and successfully delivered the Certificate III in 
Broadcasting.  

Congratulations to each of the 12 participants and keep 
your eye for their Murri Minutes and documentaries, 
which will be appearing in RAIN TV on the NITV 
network in the months to come.

Early this January 12 participants joined my fellow 
Bush TV Trainer Alden Lyall and myself, Kaylene 
Butler, to complete the Certificate III in Broadcasting 
in Television.

The course was a partnership between the Sunshine 
Coast TAFE, BUSH TV and Community Renewal – a 
partnership between State and Local governments 
in Queensland.  The training was delivered at the 
Riverway Pinnacles Art Gallery in Thuringowa.

A panel from the Pinnacles Art Gallery selected the 
twelve students from Community Renewal Zones.  The 
12 chosen artists will ultimately produce six 10-minute 
cultural films for the Vantage Point Launch in June.  It 
is hoped that the short films will be presented at the 
Gallery in time for 2008 NAIDOC celebrations.

The course itself ran for a period of 6 weeks, which 
meant a lot of hard work ahead of us all!  The students 
had hands-on experiences with and in front of the 
camera, as well as sharing the various roles that make 
up a television crew.

With support from the trainers the students produced 
four Murri Minutes and two “I Belong” segments.  
These were of such a high quality that the Murri 
Minutes are appearing on WIN Townsville, and the “I 
Belong” segments can be seen on NITV. 

As a trainer, I found it fantastic working with this 
group of artists from the Townsville and Thuringowa 
area.  I discovered that because each of the trainees 
had an artistic background they were able to generate 
creative storyline ideas, as well as great frames for 
their filming work. The students were blown out of the 
water by their achievements and each week people’s 
enthusiasm grew and participants could not wait to 
begin each day. 

At the end of the course Alden and I shared a 
celebration evening with students and their families.  
The responses we received were overwhelming.  Seeing 
the faces of the students and their families light up 
as we watched their achievements on screen was an 
experience I will never forget. 

As a trainer I feel confident that all of the students 
who participated achieved what they had hoped to.  
They have each created a film that will enhance their 
art portfolios, and take them a step closer towards 
realising their aspirations in both their art and culture. 
Well done to them all!

Cheers K. from BUSH TV

 

Lights, Camera, Action 
in Townsville and 

Thuringowa
An insight from BUSH TV Trainer 
Kaylene Butler
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In society today diverse 
electorates select the leaders of 
our communities.   As voters and 
constituents of these diverse 
electorates, we can find ourselves 
in a situation of having to follow 
leaders that we as individuals 
did not choose.  The recent Local 
Government elections are a perfect 
example of this.

  

Our Aboriginal and Islander 
communities are not immune to 
this process:  We also elect leaders 
into the position of councillors and 
Mayors and whether we agree with 
these leaders or not, they are our 
elected representatives. 

One leader that has impressed me 
in recent years is Susan Sewter, the 
outgoing Mayor of Mornington. 

Susan was asked by Bush TV to 
be a special guest speaker at the 
recent RAIN Launch.  Amongst 
the attendees was the Director-
General of the Department of 
Local Government, Sport and 
Recreation, Michael Kinnane.

I caught up with Susan prior to 
her talk and she mentioned to me 
that she was slightly nervous about 
talking to such a large group and 
that public speaking was not her 
forte.

After the dignitaries and special 
guests had finished speaking, Bush 
TV’s Tom Hearn asked Susan to 
come forward and speak. 

All eyes turned towards Susan, 
who was standing at the back of the 
small well-lit room.  Responding 
to the invitation to come up to the 
front of the room, Susan thanked 
Tom for the introduction and with 
an air of authority suggested that 
she would deliver her talk from 
where she stood.  All eyes turned to 
Susan and she began to speak.

Susan talked of all the hard work 
over many years in the Council, 
highlighting both the struggles 
and the achievements during her 
time as Mayor.  She acknowledged 
the work of Michael Kinnane 
and his staff as Government 
Champion. 

She raised some of the issues that 
continue to face her community, 
acknowledging that support from 
government was required, but 
emphasising that the answers for 
those issues will ultimately come 
from the community itself.

To indicate how Mornington 
Island is hoping to confront these 
issues Susan spoke of a leadership 
program currently happening 
there – the Drivers Initiative.  
Susan told us that the Drivers 
Program supports community 
members to take on leadership 
roles within the community.  
Drivers work in an area that they 
have a particular skill, passion or 
understanding of and seek to find 
solutions in that specific area. The 
philosophy of the program is that 
drivers will gain better results 
by focussing on one particular 
issue, rather than trying to solve a 
number of issues. 

As Susan finished talking I 
was reminded of a quote that 
seems to me to reflect the goals 
and aspirations of the ‘Drivers’ 
initiative: “Leaders don’t create 
followers; they create more 
leaders” (Tom Peters).

A REFLECTION 
ON LEADERSHIP 
by E.J. GARRETT

I once heard that leadership is not a trait 
that can be taught, it is something you 

are born with.
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BUSH TV would like to extend congratulations to recently 
elected Mayors and Councillors in the 34 regional and remote 
Indigenous communities of Queensland. BUSH TV would also 
like to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of outgoing 
Mayors and Councillors, who individually and collectively 
worked hard for the future of their communities.  

The amalgamations will present interesting opportunities and 
challenges for the new Councils.  BUSH TV, through the RAIN 
strategy, are excited about their strategic partnership with the 
Department of Local Government’s Capacity Building Division.  

If your Council and community would like access to the RAIN 
Network please contact tom@bushtv.com.au

Aurukun  Neville Pootchemunka (Mayor) Naprahum* Roy Chevathan (Mayor)

  Cr Phyliss Yunkaporta (Deputy)   Cr Bow Bosuen (Deputy

  Cr Patrick Koongotema    Cr Gloria Wallis

  Cr Lyall Kawangka     Cr Mary Coconut

  Cr Angus Kerindun     Cr Moira Bosen

Cherbourg* Sammy Murray (Mayor)  Palm Island* Alf Lacey (Mayor)

  Cr Gordon Wragge (Deputy)    Cr Raymond Sibley (Deputy)

  Cr Duncan Cobbo     Cr Zina Prior

  Cr Rorey Boney     Cr Ruth Gorringe

  Cr Bert Button     Cr Mick Thaida

    

Doomadgee* Frederick O’Keefe (Mayor)  Pormpuraaw* Richard Tarpencha (Mayor)

  Cr Eleanor Logan (Deputy)    Cr Denise Bally (Deputy)

  Cr Martin Evans     Cr Dennis Michael

  Cr Mervyn Peter     Cr Freddy Tyore

  Cr Christopher Logan    Cr Toby Barney

Hope Vale Greg McLean (Mayor)  Woorabinda* Roderick Tobane (Mayor)

  Cr June Pearson (Deputy)    Cr Archie Sullivan (Deputy)

  Cr Neville Bowen     Cr Steven Kemp

  Cr Graham Bowen     Cr D.J. Watson

  Cr Deborah Pearson    Cr Anthony Henry

Kowanyama* Thomas Hudson (Mayor)  Wujal Wujal Desmond Tayley (Mayor)

  Cr Griffith Patrick (Deputy)    Cr Talita Nandy (Deputy)

  Cr Michael Yam     Cr Allister Gibson

  Cr James Dick     Cr Cedric Friday

  Cr Walter Parry     Cr Zeila Gordon

Lockhart River* Rodney Accoom (Mayor)  Yarrabah* Percy Neal (Mayor)

  Cr Paul Piva (Deputy)    Cr Sandra Houghton (Deputy)

  Cr Danielle Hudson    Cr Bevan Walsh

  Cr Albert Doctor     Cr Michael Sands

  Cr Daniel Accoom     Cr Anthony Fourmile

Mapoon  Peter Guivarra (Mayor)  NPA Regional# Joseph Elu (Mayor)

  Cr Christina Cooktown (Deputy) Injinoo  Cr Gina Nona  

  Cr Ricky Guivarra   Umagico  Cr P:eter Lui

  Cr Beryl Woodley   Bamaga  Cr Reg Williams (Deputy)

  Cr Addie Mamoose   New Mappoon Cr Michael Bond

      Seisia  Cr Jeffrey Aniba

Mornington Cecil Goodman (Mayor) 

  Cr Sean Linden (Deputy)

  Cr Richard Roughsey  * New Mayor

  Cr Averil Thompson  # New regional council

  Cr Allan Seckington

Congratulations to New 
Mayors and Councillors



Are you an Air Guitar or Murri-oke 
legend just waiting to be discovered??

          

TO ADVERTISE WITH BUSH TV 
THROUGHOUT THE RAIN MEDIA 

NETWORK 
please contact 

tom@bushtv.com.au

    Watch RAIN TV to find out 
     how you can enter.  Visit  
      www.myrain.com.au
       to find out when 
        RAIN TV is on
         NITV.


